[Quality of life and scales measuring].
To present a review of the concept and the measurement of quality of life. The concept of quality of life was developed in the seventies aiming to complete the medical evaluation. It appeared with improvement of disease prognosis, medical evaluation and the development of patient autonomy of patients. The methodology used to construct quality of life scales is presented. Problems raised by adaptation of instruments for use in other culture are briefly discussed. These scales are now used in clinical research, medical economic studies and day-to-day practice. However, ethical issues surrounding these measures persist.